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Exh.  No. 


■  •< 


INTERNATIONAL  MILITARY  TRIBUNAL  FOR  THE  FAR  EAST  • 

f-' 

THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA,  et  al  f.  0..  3  > 


-  VS  • 

4RAKI,  Sadao,  et  al 


v,:. 


Sworn  Deposition 


Deponent:  OKADA,  Keisiike 


Having  first  duly  sworn  an  aath  as  on  attached  sheet  and  in 
a«cordance  with  the  proeedxire  followed  in  my  country  I  hereby 
depose  as  follows: 

I,  OKADA,  Keisuke,  make  oath  and  say  as  fo'’!''"/*:: 
j,  I,  OiC/i-DA,  Keisulce,  was  appointed  ALv.lral  i:i  and  placed 

on  the  reserve  list  in  January,  1933.  I  was  appointed  Prime 
Minister  in  July,  193^,  from  which  post  I  resigned  in  Mciroh,  1936 
when  the  Cabinet  resigned  en  bloc.  I  have  since  participated  in 
meetings  of  Senior  Statesmen  as  one  of  them  in  the  capacity  of 

ex-Premler . 

J,  Following  the  resignation  of  the  Third  KONOYE  Cabinet  en  b. 

a  meeting  of  Senior  Statesmen  was  held  at  1:10  P.U.,  Oetober  17, 
194.1.  I  attended  the  meetings  from  beginning  to  end.  I  have 
carefully  read  the  record  of  the  said  meeting,  which  was  shown 
to  me,  the  original  of  which  record  Is  on  file  In  the  Inner  Court 
Document  Section  Board  of  Chamberlain  which  Is  being  incorporated 
in  Marquis  KIDO's  statement,  and  find  that  the  main  points  of  the 
statements  of  the  conferees  at  the  meetings  are  accurately  mentions 
in  the  record  to  the  best  of  my  recollection.  At  the  said  meeting. 
Marquis  KIDO,  then  Lord  Keeper  of  the  Privy  Seal,  when  asked  his 
'  oplhlon  stated  that  he  thought  War  Minister  TOJO  would  be 
suitable  for  a  succeeding  Prime  Minister.  The  Marquis  gave  the 
reason  for  his  recommendation  of  War  Minister  TOJO  as  follows: 

First  -  the  decision  of  the  Imperial  Conferen.e  of  Septemb-  .• 
6,  that  is,  the  decision  to  g.  to  war  should  be 
reviewed  as  it  was  made  without  .areful  eonsldera 
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e.cond  -  «  the  result  of  frank  talks  v,lth  War  Minister  TOlO, 

It  Is  ascertained  that  the  General  thinks  It  will  bo 
impossible  to  wage  war  with  4merloa  on  the  part  of 
the  Army  If  the  Navy  really  openly  opposed  hostlll- 

ties* 

War  Minister  TWO,  as  member  of  the  KONOiE  Cabinet, 
is  fully  acquainted  with  the  developments  of  the 
home  and  foreign  situation.  If  the  Emperor  command, 
him  to  draw  the  Army  Into  closer  cooperation  with  ti 
Navy  and  review  the  decision  of  the  Imperial  Confer- 
enoe  of  September  6  In  ordering  him  to  form  a 
succeeding  Cabinet,  the  situation  will  be  able  to  be 

saved  by  him. 

The  object  of  Marquis  KIDO,  Lord  Keeper  of  the  Privy  Seal,  theref. 

recommending  General  TWO  consisted  In  averting  war  with  Amerl 
„  was  clearly  discerned  from  his  statement,  et  the  conference, 
in  view  of  the  Army's  stiff  attitude,  I  felt  skeptical  if  the 
object  of  General  TOJO's  recommendation,  that  Is,  averting  o  wn. 

«lth  America  would  be  fulfilled.  Therefore,  I 

about  that  point.  In  reply,  the  Marquis  stated  to  the  effect 

the  Object  would  be  attained,  as  the  Navy  was  opposed  to  war. 

At  the  said  meeting,  Baron  WAKATSUKI  mentioned  the  name  o 

General  OGAKI,  though  he  apprehended  Army  opposition  to  the  Gen^ 

1  ABE  eroressed  his  view  that  It  would  prove 
Whereupon,  General  ABE  expressed  n  ^ 

impossible  for  General  UGAKI  to  form  a  succeeding  Cablne  , 

::  oprosltlon.  «arquls  KILO  said  that  General  UGAKI  was  a  o. 

I  statesman  so  far  as  his  abilities  were  concerned,  and  as  . 

he  was  certainly  one  of  the  strongest  candidates  for  a  su^^ 
prime  Minister  but  expressed  fear,  that  It  might  be  ex  r 
,i„leult  for  the  General  to  curb  and  control  an  - 
bent  on  going  on  the  war  ^th  -  J 

to  avert  war.  He  also  po  n  oppo"iti°b 

failed  to  form  a  new  Cabinet  some  time  .. 
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and  that  report  had  It  that  the  Army's  antl-UGAKI  fever  had  not  y. 
abated.  I  felt  that  the  Lord  Keeper  of  the  Privy  Seal,  true  to 
his  responsibility,  might  well  hesitate  to  recommend  to  the 
Throne  a  statesman  who  might  probably  foil  again  in  attemp 
form  a  succeeding  Cabinet  and  have  to  decline  the  Imperial  offer 

again, 

I  expressed  my  view  at  the  meeting  to  the  effect  that  Oencr, 
UGAKI  would  do,  if  only  it  was  all  right  with  the  Army,  it  is 
trues  but  it  was  not  a  positive  view  that  I  recommended  General 
UGAH.  When  Marquis  KIDO  asked  me  to  make  sure,  therefore,  I 
replied  that  I  did  not  mean  that  General  UGAKI  should  be  reconsne- 
ed  by  all  means.  I  have  never  heard  from  naval  circles  or  from 
any  other  quarters  that  Marquis  KIDO,  Lord  Keeper  of  the  Privy 
Seal,  counselled  the  Emperor  in  ordering  General  TOJO  to  form  a 
succeeding  Cabinet  to  instruct  the  Navy  to  recommend  a  Navy 
Minister  who  would  obey  General  TOJO's  commands  to  go  to  war. 

If  ho  had  said  such  a  thing  I  would  hove  hoard  it. 

on  the  morning  of  Nov.  29,  1941  I  attended  the  meeting  of 
the  Senior  Statesmen,  TOJO,  and  other  members  of  the  Cabinet. 
Neither  the  Emperor  nor  Marquis  KIDO  were  present.  After  lunchec, 
with  the  Emperor,  the  Senior  Statesmen  and  TOJO  had  a  meeting  in 
the  presence  of  the  Emperor.  TOJO  said  very  little,  the  meeting 
being  devoted  to  the  Senior  Statesmen  expressing  their  opinions 
to  the  Emperor.  Marquis  KIDO  was  present  in  waiting  on  the  Em¬ 
peror,  but  said  nothing  at  the  audience.  No  decisions  were  made, 
After  that  meeting,  the  Senior  Statesmen,  TOJO,  and  other 
members  of  the  Cabinet  reconvened  the  meeting  which  had  recessed 
in  the  morning.  Neither  the  Emperor  nor  Marquis  KIDO  attended 

this  meeting. 

Before  .the  end  of  the  TOJO  Cabinet,  I  thought  it  necessary 

to  have  one  who  would 
by  the  termination  of 
of  State.  I  broached 


identify  himself  with  restoration  of  peace 
hostilities  Join  the  Cabinet  as  a  Minister 
my  idea  to  Baron  WAKATSUKI,  Prince  KONOVE, 
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Baron  HIRANTm  and  Marquis  KIDO,  then  Lord  Keeper  of  the  Privy 
Sea and  obtained  their  approval.  To  attain  this,  I  made  en¬ 
deavors  to  have  Admiral  YONAI  reinstated  in  active  service  and 
appointed  Navy  Minister  to  succeed  Admiral  SHI?!ADA,  then  Navy 
Minister  and  concurrently  Chief  of  Staff  of  the  Navy,  and  spoke 
to  many  people  to  accomplish  this  but  in  vain. 

Following  chu  resignation  of  the  TOJO  Cabinet  en  bloc,  a 
meeting  of  Senior  S'^atcstnen  was  held  at  4; 00  P,M,,  July  l8 ,  19^'t, 
rising  at  8: '1-5  F.M.  I  attended  the  meeting  from  beginning  to  end. 

I  have  carefully  read  a  record,  of  the  said  meeting  which  was  shovi 
to  me.  Pres.  E::h.  11^7?,  and  find  that  according  to  my  t^^st  recollcc 
icn  the  main  p'-inis  of  the  statements  of  the  conferees  at  the 
meeting  are  acciuatoly  mentioned  in  the  record. 

At  this  meeting  a  complete  agreement  of  views  was  reached 
hy  all  the  Senior  Sratermsn  to  the  principle  that  an  Army  or  Navy 
man  in  active  service  would  be  suitable  for  a  uucceec'-ug  Frlme 
Minister  In  view  of  th'  necessity  for  closer  cooperation  between 
the  Govornm.ent  and  the  High  Command  which  v;as  called  for  by  the 
fact  that  Japan  was  in  the  n^dst  of  war.  Several  candidates  were 
discussed  under  this  principle,  but  finally  it  was  agreed  that 
Marshal  TERAUCKI  he  chosen  as  first  candidate,'  General  KdtsO  as 
second  candidate.  Marshal  HATA  as  third  candi late,  and  /dDi.i.ral 
YONAI  as  fourth  candidate.  As  the  result  of  vdiich.  General 
KOISO  and  Mmiral  YONA.I  v/are  corcmendod  by  tne  Kmeercr  to  form  a 
succeeding  Cabinet  jointly.  On  that  occasion,  Adm-'rai  YONAI  was 
reinstated  in  active  service  as  an  act  of  grace  from  the  Throne 
and  appointed  Minister  of  the  Navy.  Thus  my  efforts  and  that  of 


others  were  finally  successful. 

As  the  record  of  said  meeting  shows,  Baron  WAKATSUICI  made  a 
statement  which  might  be  interpreted  as  meaning  I'.is  reconunondation 
of  General  UG/^KI  as  succeeding  Prime  Minister;  out  General 
and  Boron  HIRANUMA  made  brief  statements  which  m.igh-s:  be  iriLSi-pre.- 
ed  as  meaning  their  disapproval  of  his  suggestion,  and  no  other 
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conferees  supported  General  UGAKI.  Baron  V/AKATSUKI’ s  proposal 
’vas  not  endorsed  by  the  meeting  to  all  intents  and  purposes.  And 
later  the  Baron  himself  stated  that  he  had  no  objection  to 
General  KOISO’s  recommendation  as  succeeding  Prime  Minister, 

10,  Follcv.'ing  the  resignation  of  the  KOISO  Cabinet  en  bloc, 
a  meeting  of  Senior  Statesmen  was  held  at  5:00  P.M.,  April  5, 
i:>45  to  select  a  succeeding  Prime  Minister  and  rose  at  8:00  P.M, 

I  attended  the  meeting  from  beginning  to  end.  I  have  carefully 
rend  a  record  of  the  said  meeting  which  was  shown  to  me  -  Pros. 
Ex,  1282  -  and  find  that  to  my  best  recollection  the  main  points 
of  the  statements  of  the  conferees  at  the  meeting  are  accurately 
mentioned  in  the  record, 

11,  When  the  SUZUKI  Cabinet  was  formed  on  April  5i  194^5  I  worked 
hard  and  talked  with  many  people.  I  did  ray  best  to  have  Admiral 


YOIG.I  and  Mr.  TOGO  Join  the  Cabinet  as  Minister  of  the  llnvy  and 
Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  respectively,  fer  the  purpose  of 
restoring  peace  by  terminating  hostilities,  and  they  did  assume 
those  posts,  gometime  in  April  1944,  Marquis  KIDO  and  I  had  an 
extremely  confidential  talk  about  ternlnation  of  the  war.  The 
very  nature  of  this  subject  required  extreme  caution  on  our  parts. 
His  ideas  and  mine  coincided  that  efforts  should  be  made  to  end 
the  hostilities  as  qvickly  as  possible,  but  that  wo  would  have  tc 
wait  for  an  opportime  moment  as  it  was  not  a  h:'‘*ter  whi.ih  could 
be  forced.  I  had  previously  discu:.sod  this  matter  wich  M.irquis 
MATSUDAIRA  a..d  asked  him  to  transmit  i".y  t!ioug}its  to  ..arquio  KIDO, 

I  hod  many  talks  with  Marquis  KIDO  thereafter  about  early  terrain.*  ^ 
tlon  of  the  war.  His  efforts  in  this  direction  have  been  roccrd(.e 
elsewhere,  so  I  shall  not  repeat  them  hero  except  to  congratulate 
him  for  the  success  of  his  heroic  services. 
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On  this  ^?nd  dcy  of  P5brv>S.rJd»  194^7 
Ht  Wokabnyashl  105.  SGtngoyoku.  Tokyo 


Deponent:  OKADA.  Kelsuke  (s^n; 


I»  FTTKimA.  Kou  hereby  certify  that  the  above  statement  was 
sworn  by  the  Deponent,  who  affixed  his  signature  and  seal  thereto 
in  the  presence  of  this  witness* 

On  the  some  date 

At  spmo  rlooe 


Witness: 


(signed) 


FUKUDA.  Kqu 


(seal) 


OATH 


In  accordance  with  ray  conscience  I  swear  to  tell  the  whole 
truth  withholding  nothing  and  adding  nothing* 

(signed)  OKADA.  Keisuke  I  seal! 
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